lesson Plan

Family and Consumer Science
	Teacher:
	Mary Ellen Hardin
	Dates:
	3-4 days

	Subject:
	Life Connections- How Infants Learn-Brain Research
	
	


	Standard/Competency: 5.0 Analyze Growth and Development of Humans (Infants)

	5.1 Examine the interaction of heredity and environment in development of human infants

5.2 Identify principles of growth and development in infants and toddlers

5.3 Explain physical, intellectual, emotional and social growth.

5.4 Assess the effects of environment  on human infant growth and development

	Performance Objective:

	R-Pl Apply reading strategies, etc.
PO l Extract critical details

PO 2 Summarize the main points

PO 3 Make predictions

PO 4 Extend ideas presented in the text

PO 5 Connect prior knowledge to information available

RP 4 Evaluate technical journals, etc.

Identify activities that support the development of brain pathways.
Identify the 4 areas of growth and development in children

	Introduction: We’ve talked about good prenatal care to have a healthy baby, we’ve talked about common childhood accidents and the importance of child proofing your home to keep your baby safe, but when you bring your new baby home –what do you do with them? How do babies learn? When do they start learning? In this next unit you will explore this concept and what brain research tells us about how to raise a healthy, well adjusted, intelligent child. 
     Look at the bulletin board display up this week to view some photos and ideas on this subject. Read chapter 9 in Developing Child text book-Early Brain Development. Explain and discuss. Give each student a “Your brain” packet- explain and discuss. 
Begin vocabulary list.

	Key Concepts and Vocabulary: The number of brain connections in an infant’s developing brain can be increased by a stimulating environment.  Babies learn about the world through their senses. Brain stimulation, 5 senses, neurons, neural pathways, dendrites, synapses, physical, social, emotional, intellectual development. 

	Guided Practice:

	Begin a brain research vocabulary list, use text for definitions. 

Group presentations on ideas for stimulating brain development in an infant. Text-p.286
Group presentations of different articles about brain research. Each group reads a different newspaper or magazine article and reports to rest of class the main ideas.

Group presentation of an actual activity a person could do with an infant to stimulate the brain. Each group must make a poster and demonstrate (such as sing a song, read a book, play a game etc.)  Use internet as a resource, or use book-Brain Games for Babies
Follow instructions on Types of Development  group poster presentation 

Classroom Assignments: Read text and packet, write vocabulary list, group presentations, read magazine or newspaper articles, read handout- How do Children Learn? Each group says an example of that type of learning. Complete worksheet- “Types of Development” (physical, social, emotional, and intellectual) 

View videos, discuss, write 5 important ideas you learned from the videos
Homework/Extra Credit Assignment: Internet search on brain research, (write some important ideas learned), or do an activity with a young child that would stimulate their brain. Bring in completed homework paper with parent signature, or prepare a classroom or school bulletin board display of information on brain research, 

	Check For Understanding: Throughout lesson-teacher asks questions, student responses and questions, personal written answers

	Summary: Review introduction, how brain develops, and the number of brain connections in an infant’s developing brain can be increased by a stimulating environment.  Babies learn about the world through their senses. Stimulating babies brains means interacting with them , talking to them, singing, dancing, reading, teaching, loving, holding them, meeting their needs, etc. 

	Assessments: points on classroom presentations, worksheets, writing from internet or videos or magazine articles, homework or extra credit assignments

	Resources: internet, magazine, or newspaper articles, textbook-Developing Child, book-Brain Games for Babies, videos- “A Child Grows:1st Year”, “Shaping Youngest Minds”, “The 1st Years Last Forever”, packet-“Your Brain”, worksheets etc.
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